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LEARNING ABOUT ECUADOR 
 
Maria Pallchizaca, Department of Art & Design, Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL 
60625 
 
I grew up in the United States from the age of 11. Growing up in the USA I was not exposed to 
the Ecuadorian history, culture, traditions, celebrations, or the beautiful landscapes that Ecuador 
has. Even though I have Ecuadorian parents and we celebrate some of the Ecuadorian holidays, I 
feel like there are some things I am missing and need to learn about my country. I am more 
familiar with American history and culture than my home country. I have a younger sister and 
many cousins born in the United States to Ecuadorian parents who are also unfamiliar with 
Ecuador. Like my sister and cousins, there are many kids born outside of Ecuador to Ecuadorian 
parents who grow up without learning about Ecuador. For that reason, I have decided to create a 
Children’s activity book focused on Ecuador. The book will feature history, popular culture, and 
traditions that can help kids understand and get familiarized with Ecuador. The book will be text 
and illustrations-based. I have researched important things about Ecuador that kids should learn 
to include in the book with illustrations to color. The book is designed to be interactive and 
illustrations heavy. The illustrations are designed to be colored by kids. This will be a fun way to 
teach kids about Ecuador and because they will be coloring the illustrations, they can learn about 
the meaning and history behind it. To make it fun and entertaining it will include very minimal 
text and a lot of color on text. This will be a helpful tool for parents to make use of to incorporate 
Ecuadorian history into the kids’ lives.  
 
 
